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assiduously taught by leaders, not least by the predikants
of the Dutch Reformed Church, to distrust and fear British
influence, whether peaceful or militant, as a force which
menaced the entrenched customs of their lives and that
rugged independence developed when their -forefathers had
trekked and fought northward across the coastal mountain
ranges. "Nothing," wrote Olive Schreiner, "so indicates the
dogged, and almost fierce strength of the South African
Boer as this unique conservatism." She added, "In him
the 17th century and even remnants of the 16th century
are found surviving as among few peoples in Europe/'2
Although these remarks were written in the nineties, they
applied with no less force in 1912. The farmer of the platte-
land still retained that conservatism produced by isolation
on the veld. To hold fast to his customs, to cling to the
traditions of the group, was to him a fundamental law,
and he recoiled from a fusion of British and Boer cultures.
In the reconciliation policy of Botha he saw a cunning
British design.
In challenging Botha, Hertzog formulated his "two-
stream" policy, concerned not with one but with two peoples,
and intended to preserve the Afrikanders as a distinct
cultural entity. The two streams of culture were to flow
in parallel channels, but their waters were not to mix. After
withdrawal from the South African party, he and his
associates expressed hostility towards imperial co-operation,
and viewed the Empire with either cold indifference or
positive dislike. "Imperialism/7 he said "is only important
to me when it is useful to South Africa." The more ardent
among his followers denied that any circumstances could
make the Empire useful to the Afrikander. They assailed
the Botha plan of making contributions to the Royal Navy
which in helping to shatter the past hopes of their people
deserved neither money nor sympathy. They viewed
capitalism on the Rand as a bridgehead of the Empire, and
were persuaded that the movement for a stronger navy
issued from the financiers in Johannesburg. They looked
with distrust upon the presence of ministers at Imperial
*OIive Schreiner, Thoughts on South Africa, 256.